
Message from the Principal 

This week has been a week like no other and although it has real-
ly tested the school community, it has also shown just how fantas-
tic our community is. Unfortunately, planning for and dealing with 
issues surrounding Covid have now become part of our ‘normal’ working lives in 
schools, and takes up a large proportion of our strength and time. But this week 
also brought the minor fire on Thursday morning, which I was called about just 
as I was driving onto school site – the first feelings being relief that no one was 
hurt; that our systems had kicked in to avoid it being any worse than it was and 
that it didn’t happen when students were in the building – and then the need to 
be fully satisfied the fault was localised and the building safe for students and 
staff.  

We sent the communication to staff and families that we had to shut Lansdown 
buildings and therefore close to Years 10 and 11 as quickly as we could, before 
arranging for buses to make return journeys/ students to be met and supervised 
before walking home and arranging for all necessary room changes for remain-
ing year groups. All of which went really smoothly, in large part to how calmly 
and maturely the students responded and to how staff rallied together to help. It 
was at this point that a student seriously injured themselves in Mendip building – 
as you may be aware of – we are in communication with the student’s family and 
they are obviously in our thoughts as we wish them a speedy recovery. 

It was really strange not having the whole school out on Mendip Courts together 
to commemorate Remembrance Day this week. It was, however, just as moving 
to stand and listen to the Last Post being played by Charlotte in Year 8 – and for 
the sound of this expert playing to be heard across the school as they sat in 
classes to observe the two minutes silence. I’m pleased we were still able to 
give the day the respect it deserves by assemblies and time to discuss in tutor 
time and I’d like to thank the staff who worked on ensuring students had the 
important time to reflect on this. 

You will have seen in the news that schools continue to face the unavoidable 
disruption due to Covid-19 and, although we know we won’t always get every-
thing right, please be assured that we are doing our absolute best to continue to 
improve and develop our systems to support students and families through this. 
Please see my entry below about how we respond when alerted to a positive 
Covid-19 test, which might help when you possibly hear about a case before we 
do via social media or before we have had the time to send out communication 
to update. We are also sending out communication today to Year 11s who will 
have their internal exams affected by having to self-isolate – the key message 
we’ve given to the students themselves is not to worry as we won’t let them be 
disadvantaged by this. We are also continually looking at how to improve the 
remote learning that we are setting – and are looking at technology to develop 
this further. 

Lastly, can I say thank you for the messages of support we have had and to look 
forward to when we can resume a more normal school existence, with after 
school clubs, concerts and, what we all need, a bit more fun through all the extra
-curricular and house competitions we have ready to roll out once we are able. 
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How we respond when alerted to a positive Covid-19 test result 

I know that many of you will be concerned as we have had a number confirmed cases of Covid-19 in school in the last two weeks. As is to be 

expected we have received some questions around why we have not isolated a whole year group or questions regarding how we identify 

those students that may have had close contact with a positive case and I thought it would be helpful to explain this.  

The process we are required to go through is complicated and often depends on the individual circumstances of the case. For example, some 

are straightforward: child has symptoms; family isolate; test is booked; test result comes back; and we are informed. Others are not so 

straightforward such as if a child has been in symptomatic and in school, or in school between having a test. These situations go against 

government guidelines and means that the number of contacts increases significantly. It also emphasises how important it is for everyone to 

follow the guidance, which makes it so much easier for us to quickly identify close contacts and reduce the risk to others.  

 The information below explains the process we go through in order to identify as quickly as possible those who may have been in close con-

tact with a positive case. This will hopefully help to clarify why your child may or may not have been identified as a close contact. 

 The first thing to note is that everything we do is under the instruction and close guidance of the Department for Education and the BaNES 

Public Health Team, who we liaise with on every single case. When we have a confirmed case, we immediately contact these agencies and 

then begin, under their instruction, to internally trace potential close contacts. We are required to track back 2 days from when symptoms 

started, or from the date of a test if a student does not have symptoms. For example, symptoms starting on a Friday morning require us to 

track back for the entirety of Wednesday and Thursday. This means that we will look at seating plans for tutor time and lessons 1-5 for those 

two days and identify those students who were sitting in close proximity to the student with the confirmed case. We then go back to the rele-

vant teachers to ensure the student did sit where they are marked on the seating plan and check absences. We also ask the student to identi-

fy potential close contact outside of lessons, particularly those students they walked to school with, or spent lunch and break with. 

 When we have all that information, we then remove the identified students from lessons and locate them centrally so that we can explain the 

process and get them home to isolate as quickly as possible. I must stress at this point, we are not required to identify who those students 

have been in close contact with as they would be deemed contacts of a contact. Additionally, the rest of a close contact’s family are not re-

quired to isolate unless the close contact develops symptoms. However, where we have then later been informed of a positive test amongst 

that group, we follow exactly the same process to identify their close contacts. As you can see, it is a very complicated process which re-

quires a huge amount of time from staff and a lot of co-operation from parents and students. 

 If this happens outside of school time or in the holidays, we are required to follow the same procedure, with the difference being that we will 

send letters via email rather than call home. Depending upon the time of notification/test result, it may be that we are not required to do any 

track or trace activity as they were not in school for the 48 hours prior to that test/symptoms. Each individual case takes around 3 to 4 hours 

to complete, with at least 3 people working on it, regardless of the time of day and I am grateful for the efforts that staff have put into this in 

their own time to make sure we can identify close contacts as quickly as possible. 

 I hope this will reassure you that we are following procedures to the letter; indeed we have been praised by public health on the way we have 

been able to identify close contacts quickly. Our priority is to keep students and staff safe and to try and return our students to as normal a 

school life as possible. We want them in school as much as possible to ensure they don’t fall behind and to give them the best possible 

chance at getting the exam results they deserve. This is why we follow the guidance when identifying close contacts so that students are not 

sent home unnecessarily.  

 Unfortunately, this virus is not something that can be controlled and the symptoms are not always straightforward or indeed the same for all: 

we have had students test positive with no symptoms at all. All we can do is try desperately hard to limit the disruption for students by mini-

mising the amount of time they have to spend out of school; this will not be possible for all and there is an element of unpredictability with this 

virus. We continue to follow the procedures, continue to remind students of their responsibilities in and out of school and act quickly when we 

are notified of positive cases.  

We are also heavily reliant upon parents and carers sharing information regarding positive and negative tests with us quickly and via the 

Covid-19 email button on our website front page. This will take you to a form that we have introduced that we hope will speed up the process 

– although we will still want to call to check the student and family are OK. Please see the separate letter that is being sent explaining this 

further. By following government guidance, isolating when required and only coming into school when well, we will give our students as nor-

mal an education as possible.  

 I hope the information above helps to explain the situation regarding how we identify close contacts and why it is that your child may or may 

not have been identified. I’d like to thank all those parents/carers who have supported us by getting accurate information to us as quickly as 

possible as this has made a big difference to our desire to minimise disruption for our learners. If you have further questions or concerns, 

please send them via email to enquiries@wellswayschool.com  

mailto:enquiries@wellswayschool.com


PTA News 
Raise money for the school whilst 
doing your Christmas shopping 
 
Don't forget to use 
Easyfundrais-
ing.org.uk for your 
online Christmas 
shopping. 
Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/wellswayschool/ and join as a sup-
porter. 

1. Search for your online retailer on the 
 Easyfundraising.org site and click on 
 the retailer’s link provided. 

2. Do your shop as normal and after 
 you’ve checked out, that retailer will 
 make a donation to us for no extra 
 cost whatsoever! 
 
Alternatively log in to smile.amazon.co.uk 
for Amazon to donate to us when you shop. 

 
 
 
 

Calling all Y13 role models! 
We’ll soon be appointing our Year 13 Sixth 
Form Head Students. More info on how to 
apply next week! 

Wellsway Sixth Form Team  

Appeal for Waterproofs and Wellies 
New Forest Skills Sessions IGNITE pupils' interest! 
Selected pupils have been missing occasional 
lessons to learn Survival Skills and Woodland 
craft in Wellsway's small woodland area.  They 
have been lighting fires, creating shelters, learn-
ing about wild food, and improving the wood-
land classroom using hand-held tools.   
 
The aim is to build resilience, focus and a positive 
feeling about being in school, while also learning 
new ways of being, and inter-personal skills 
which can be transferred back into a classroom setting.   
 
Sometimes, when students are finding learning difficult because they simply have 
too much else on their minds, there is also room in the curriculum approach for a 
simple 'walk and talk' so that they can re-set and be ready for the next lesson. 
 
If you would like to support us, we would really appreciate any WATER-PROOFS 
OR WELLIES you have grown out of!   We need wellies from size 6, but especially 
the larger sizes up to 9, 10 and 11.  Any water-proof coats  would also be much 
appreciated! 
 
Thanks in advance, 
'The Tree Man' 

PSHE Weekly update 
During PSHE sessions this term, years 7 to 10 will be focusing on the theme of 
Celebrating Differences. Year 11 will be focusing on the theme Being Me. The 
tutor time sessions this week covered the below content.  

 

 
Mrs Joseph 

PSHE Subject Lead 

Year 7  Prejudice and discrimination  

Year 8  Prejudice and discrimination  

Year 9  Equality  

Year 10  Equality: what does it mean in the UK?  

Year 11  Becoming an adult  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wellswayschool/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wellswayschool/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/271361-0


Wellsway School Careers Hub  

 
Sixth Form block next to room M32 

Open to ALL STUDENTS 
To book an appointment, ask a question or enquire about careers, email: amil-

lard@wellswayschool.com, or pop in Monday—Thursday 8.45am—3pm 
 

We are now listing all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway School website, which 
you can access here. 

Lost Property in Student Support 
The following un-named items will be disposed of by the end of next week if not claimed: 

 Brown tortoiseshell spectacles 

 Black Puma jacket 13 – 14 years 

 Boy’s blazer 34” with keys on a black fob 

 Pair of Puma black/white football boots size 9 

 Man Utd bootbag containing black and white football boots size 9 and shin pads 
Mrs Dursley 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Sixth-Form/Careers%20Update%20%206th%20November%202020.pdf

